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It’s the early 1950’s and sum m ertim e in a sm all Kansas town. Com ing up soon is the annual Labor Day picnic. All is well, well alm ost all because

in one fam ily there is tension between two daughters. The older one is the town “hottie”  known prim arily for being a beautiful young wom an

and presently “going steady”  with the wealthiest young m an of the town. The other daughter is the sm art girl getting ready to head off to

college. But other than that rather typical tension it is an idyllic world in sm all town Kansas; that is until the sexiest m an alive shows up and stirs

the m inds and tears at the hearts of every fem ale in town. Then it becom es let wild fun begin. Now on stage at the Anataeus, is the classic

play Picnic from  award winning playwright W illiam  Inge.

Essentially Picnic is an exposition of character developm ent and interpersonal relationships. W riting such a work clearly requires a depth of

understanding of the hum an condition and W illiam  Inge is as good as they get at that task. But then converting those thoughts, ideas and

actions in a m eaningful m anner requires a truly talented cast under clear direction. In that Antaeus delivers at the very pinnacle of the art.

Every single actor currently perform ing in Picnic at the Antaeus perfrom s consistently at a true five star level. W ell to be honest that would be

every cast m em ber in the Deviled Egg cast which is the cast I saw perform . Antaeus has a habit of partner casting its shows. Stuffed Peppers

was the other group of actors and while in all honesty I can’t speak to their perform ance as I didn’t see it I am  highly confident that given the

distinguished history of Antaeus the Stuffer Peppers group was on par with the Deviled Eggs.

In any event Picnic currently at the Antaeus is as close to a m ust see show as there can be. The story is com pelling and m oving and the

entire acting and production team  deserve m assive kudos. But now a wee bit of personal history.

Picnic quickly becam e a m ovie released in 1955 and starring W illiam  Holden. It won two Oscars. Just five years later W illiam  Holden starred in

the wonderful The W orld of Suzie W ong. That got two Golden Globe nom inations. It was shot entirely on location in Hong Kong. Only four

years after that I m et W illiam  Holden in the Opium  Den bar and we spent several hours drinking and talking. That won m e a m ajor hangover

and a lifelong m em ory. But then in 1984 I was back in Hong Kong to m arry the beautiful Nenita Perez now Irwin who rem ains m y bride to this

day. Together we produced two daughters. The oldest one is beautiful and has bad judgm ent when it com es to m en friends. The youngest

one is now a Sophom ore at USC, oh and she too is a long way north of ugly. There are frightening overlaps here including the original film  star

of Picnic, the am azing city of Hong Kong and the nature siblings. That is m y adm ittedly personal and weird connection but this story is so

goodand so well presented that I guarantee everyone will find their very own unique connection.

See also: theater,picnic
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So get on over to Antaeus now. You will find them  at 5112 Lankershim  Boulevard, North Hollywood, California 9160. Show tim es are at 8 PM

Tuesdays through Saturdays with 2 PM  m atinees on Saturdays and Sundays,. Reservations and inform ation is available by calling

818-506-1983 or online at www.Antaeus.org.

On another note, since you obviously enjoy legitim ate theatre you will very m uch enjoy the book, Hollywood on Stage A critical review. You

can learn m ore and even buy the book should be so inclined at: http://www.lulu.com /shop/ron-irwin/hollywood-on-stage-a-critical-review-

by-ron-irwin/paperback/product-22185952.htm l.
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