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THEATER REVIEW

Pre-9/11 play he lps explain post-9/11 world

Transformation and
dislocation are powerful
themes in Sinan Unel’s
sweeping ‘Pera Palas.’

By PHILIP BraNDESs
Special to The Times

In the last hundred years,
Turkey has traveled farther
along the convuisive path from a
gtatic, autoeratic ancient sociesy
to & modern republic than any
other country in the Islamic
world. The heavy price of trans-
formation #8 people paid — and
the ongoing clash of civiiizations
that leaves their fitture precark
ously in doulxt — are eloguently
flluminated in Sinan Toel’s “Pera
Palas” at Pasadena’s Boston
Gourt Theatre,

From oul' ipitial immersion
into the visnal opulerice ot the Is-
tanhil hotel gnvirons of the
play’s title, Michael Michetti's
staging Impressively integrates
the resident Theatre @ Boston
Court’s first-rate venue and pro-
duetion values with the Antaeus
Company's signature clasgsical
performance precision.

First produced in 1087, Thel's
sweeping muitigenerational
drama 13 an atypically modern
praject for Antaeus, bust its his-
torieal roots run deep. More im-
portant, the play proves remark-
ably prescient in identifying the
cuitural, religinus and political
Issues that beget the lack of
understanding and mistrust in
our post-9711 worid.

This monumental double-
cagt production features 10 ac-
tors in 27 roles representing vart-
ous nationalities - and, in some
cases, eross-gender casting - in
three interlocking and overlap-
ping dramas spanning pivotal
pertods during the 20th centary.
In one, set amid the collapse of
the Ottornan Empire in the after-
math of World War I, a well-in-
tentioned  crusading  English
feminist (Gigi Bermingham, Jea-
nie Hackett) undermines the
centuries-old
women in a traditional house-
hold only to leave chaos in its
wake,

A 19508 story line traces a
crogs-cuibural romance hetween
an American teacher {(Tamara
Krinsky, Angela Goethals) and &

" subjugation of

charismatic Turk (Ogle Zuwueta,
Ramon de Ocampo) as the dear-
Iy  bought democracy joins
NATG in a spivih of cautious
hope for rapprochement with
the West.

In the 18808, when a Turkish

JOHN APIOELLA
DOUBLE CAB'T: Jeanie Hackett and Bill Brochlrup are among
19 actors playing 27 roles at Posadena’s Boston Court Thealre,

expatriate photographer (Sea-
s Deaver, Daniel Bess) hrings
his lover (Daniel Binkoff, Bill
Brochirup) to meet his es-
tranged family, optimism has
given way to disillusiomment and
the dangerous resurgence of reti-

‘}?em Palas

Where: Boston Court Main Stage, 70
N. Mentor Ave., Pasadena

When: & p.in. Thursdays through
Saturdays, 2 argd 7 pam. Sundays

Ends: Aug. 8
Price: $30

Contacl: (626) 683-6883 or
www.bostoncotrt.org

Running time: 2 haurs, 40 minutes

gious lundamentalism, Common
characters link the three scenes,
piayed by ditferent sctors ad gif~
fereni stages of life, and the flaws
thal divide them remain tregl-
cally resistant to progress. .
Unelis far too talented a play-
wright to settle for nmers higtory
iesson, Rather than presenting
the stories in chronologiesl or.
der, he overlays them In alter-
nating sequences within each
ach, In addition to showcasing
blocking ingemiity and the per-
formers’ versatility (not to men-
ton driving the audience cragy
trying to keep the characters
and thelr relationships straight),
this dizzying nerrative decon-
struetion evokes the dislocation
of an entire people ~- & powerful
inferpenetration. of form and
theme. .



