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By Paul Birchall
“It turns out to be boring, and
there’s nothing more boring than a
boring play,” lamented Anton
Chekhov after the first production of
his four-act 1889 “romantic come-
dy,” The Wood Demon. Allowing the
play to be staged only once during
his lifetime, Chekhov clearly detest-
ed it, although he subsequently pil-
laged the piece for other purposes.
Many of The Waod Demon’s best ele-
ments subsequently appeared, in a
far subtler and more mature form, in
his Uncle Vanya.

he Antaeus Theater Company has resur-
rected the drama (presumably causing
Chekhov to whirl in his grave like the






