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sing that song for the chief execu-
tive, who loved it. And so did Pres-
ident Clinton, she added. Tiddy
boom chal

That was the top of the sand-
wich. In the middle came a deftly
executed monologue concerning
Cecilia Sisson, the fictional star of
“Mississippi Melody,” who found
fame fleeting. The way Channing
told this, all the S’s came out as
whistles. Thus the phrase “star of
the silent screen for seven years”
was made to bring a belly yok, an
outcome that Channing seemingly
achieves at will.

The comedian then passed out
her own Coveted Diamond Awards
to top AIDS volunteers, stripping
huge paste rings from her fingers,
tossing them to the recipients and
cuing the bottom of the sandwich,
her totally boss rendition of “Dia-
monds Are a Girl's Best Friend.”

It was sensash, and for a finish,
the star of the show smiled her 24-
carat smile and tossed little paste
diamond rings out into the benefit
audience from a stash in her eve-
ning purse. This would have
brought them to their feet if they
hadn’t been standing already on
the dance floor in their 1920s out-
fits, applauding wildly. 1

‘Demon’
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surrounding this aspect of the play
is not only pertinent to today’'s
environmental concerns, but at
times sounds eerily modern.

But the doctor’s effort to save
the forest is only one part of a
complex web of relationships.
Wood Demon (Mark Harelik), as
he’s called, is secretly in love with
Sonya (Nike Doukas), the daugh-
ter of Aleksander (a superb Dakin
Matthews), a cranky landowner
and retired professor. The profes-
sor is married to Yelena (Lorraine
Toussaint), a beautiful and philo-
sophical woman much younger
than he who is being pursued by
Zhorzh and Fedya (Lawrence
Pressman and Eric Allan Kramer,
both excellent), the first an embit-
tered caretaker of the professor’s
estate, the latter an arrogant but
warmhearted soldier.

These are the central characters
in what at times resembles a won-
derful Russian soap opera, except
that the mind and understanding
heart behind this opera is Chek-
hov’s. Each character speaks di-
rectly from his or her impassioned
Russian soul. Although the last act
offers a too-neat wrap-up, the
piece taken as a whole contains
some of Chekhov’s best writing. [J

Kalish
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also served as the SPE liaison
for benefit premieres for Sony
pictures, for the Sony Family
Center and Sony Pictures Studios
tours.

Kalish joined SPE in 1989 after
serving for six years with the
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The Hollywood Reporter wel-
comes letters to the editor. The
writer's name and phone number
must be included. The letters
should be sent to 5055 Wilshire
Blvd., 6th Floor, Los Angeles, CA
90036.

Positions Wanted

C AN .TWVE
CONSCIENTIOUS
EXPERIENCED

Assistant/Secretary to high-powered indi-
viduals in and out of entertainment indus-
try. Available for full or part-time posi-
tion. Call Sandra Logan 213-656-4167

Avallatle for
TV & Films
Commercials

Por, 818-073-5898

Professional Services

CALIFORNIA
QUAKEBUSTERS

A full-service earthquake pre-
paredness co. for your home
and business.

¢ Reinforced Structures

¢ Secure Furniture, Electronics,
Valuables

* Automatic Gas Shut-off Valves

* Emergency Products Available

Don't Delay, Call us Now!
310-276-6801
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GAY MALE
INTRODUCTIONS

Quality Relationships for Quality Men
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Exclusive, Expensive, Disceming &

Discreet. VISA/Mastercard.

David the MatchMater
(310) 854-1800
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PERSONAL ASSISTANT

Will organize, type, file, errand,
et al so you can be your per-
sonal best, My office or yours,
familiar with WP, Excel and
Bidding Software.

Call Diane (805) 297-8696

Self confidence ¢ Siress
o Excessive work * Career Concerns

+ Relutionships ¢ Rejection





