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MRS. WARREN'S PROFESSION

Geoffrey Wade
John-David Keller and Ramon de Ocampo

George Bernard Shaw made his case for women's lib in this 1894 play, involving the contentious
struggle between an assertive young feminist and her brothel-managing mom. Educated at
Cambridge, Vivie (Rebecca Mozo) exemplifies a new breed of woman who loves her work and
is lukewarm to the attentions of various men. Raised at boarding schools and by governesses, she
knows little about the background of her mother (Anne Gee Byrd), who eluded poverty by
becoming a successful madam. Shaw's insight and ironic wit have survived the decades, but the
production is too static, especially in Act I. Directed by Robin Larsen, the performers often
struggle to sound authentically British, and their portrayals, while sometimes on target, are
uneven. Byrd, an exception, is altogether compelling as a sly woman of the world wounded to
the core by her daughter's rebuff. Neither Francois-Pierre Couture's humdrum set nor Jeremy
Pivnick's underused lighting add dimension to the story. Antacus Company at Deaf West
Theater, 5112 Lankershim Blvd., N. Hlywd.; Thurs.-Sat., 8 p.m., Sat.- Sun. 2:00 p.m.; through
Apr. 21; (818) 506-1983; antaeus.org. (Deborah Klugman)



