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GO: THE CRUCIBLE Arthur Miller's play, first produced on Broadway in 1953, was 

Miller's impassioned response to McCarthyism and the witch-hunts launched by the 

House Un-American Activities Committee. But the fact that it has become an oft-

produced American classic and the basis for two films (including a French version with 

screenplay by Jean-Paul Sartre) reminds us that it's not just a political screed. Miller 

presents the Salem witch trials, and the ensuing executions, as a lethal combination of 

greed, personal resentment, religious fanaticism and hysteria, ordinary human fears and 

the need to find someone to blame for all misfortunes. It was a climate in which honesty 

and integrity were dangerous, and lies and manipulation could thrive. Co-directors 

Armin Shimerman and Geoffrey Wade have given the piece a highly presentational 

production, in which the actors deliver their lines directly to the audience rather than to 

each other. This approach drives the ideas home with force and clarity but some loss of 

psychological subtlety. The large ensemble (all roles are double-cast) delivers a 

production that is powerful and always engrossing. There are especially fine portrayals, 

in the performance reviewed, by James Sutorious as Deputy Governor Danforth, Bo 

Foxworth as John Proctor and Ann Noble as Reverend Hale. Antaeus Company, 5112 

Lankershim Blvd., N. Hlywd.; Thurs.-Fri., 8 p.m., Sat., 2 & 8 p.m., Sun., 2 p.m.; through 

July 7. (818) 506-1983, antaeus.org. (Neal Weaver) 
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