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Linda Park is engrossing as the beautiful Yelena who sets off loads of trouble in Tnbkd Vanya at Antaeus Theatre Con pany

Jarhannd Ekaasgdn

Boredon  is contagious in Anton Chekhov’s T nbkd Vanya, now  receiving an energetic revival at the Antaeus Con pany. The locus
of the ennui is Yelena (Linda Park), the gorgeous, restless young w ife of Serebryakov (Law rence Pressn an), an elderly professor
w ho has retired to his fan ily’s provincial estate.

“You infected us all with your uselessness,” con plains Astrov (Jeffrey N ordling), a rugged country doctor w ho all but abandons
his patients to bask in Yelena’s beauty. H e’s a proto-environn entalist and a vegetarian, and one of tw o n en infatuated w ith her.
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In the hands of a less able cast and director, all this lethargy and sruandered potential could have led to a production that
engulfs the audience in torpor as w ell, as plenty of disn al Chekhovian stagings prove. But Robin Larsen’s lively staging reveals
the hun or and urgency of this 116-year-old play. She is aided by playw right Annie Baker’s conten porary translation, crafted
fron  a literal Russian translation, w hich lends w arn th and relevance to the language.

Jeffrey Nordling wows as the heartbreakingly rugged vegetarian country doctor obsessed with Yelena.

Jarhannd Ekaasgdn

This Vanya resonates, in part thanks to Baker’s w ork, w ith jarringly n odern concerns.

Vanya (Don R. M cM anus) is the erstw hile brother-in-law  of Yelena’s husband, and the play’s n ost pathetic fi gure. Vnlike Astrov,
Vanya causes no stirrings in Yelena’s heart. After 25 years of w orking the estate like a peasant to fi nance the professor’s life in
the city, his proletariat adn iration for the fan ily scholar has hardened to conten pt.
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H e has no w ife, no children, and no intellectual legacy, despite n ental pow er he clain s could have allow ed hin  to becon e “a
Schopenhauer or a Dostoevsky.” Then there’s Vanya’s niece and Serebryakov's daughter fron  his fi rst n arriage, Sonya (Rebekah
Tripp), self-suffi cient and practical, in love these siy years w ith Astrov, w ho barely notices her. 

Apart fron  Astrov’s rants about the degradation of the Russian forests, w e hear class turn oil in Vanya’s disgust that
Serebryakov has never raised his salary, and in his fury w hen the professor reveals his plan to sell the estate out fron  under
Vanya and Sonya in order to purchase a vacation hon e in Finland. W here w ill they live?

Yet n any of the play’s key n on ents, serious though they are, tren ble on the brink of hilarity.

W hen M cM anus (sharing the role w ith Arye G ross; all parts are partner-cast) fi nally locates the passion that has escaped Vanya
for so long, he erupts in an enraged gesture so grandiose in its futility that the scene slips briefly into farce.

Park’s Yelena eyhibits operatic indifference, her self-absorption never n ore con ically absolute than w hen Sonya suggests w ays
she n ight occupy herself. And poor Sonya’s trust in her step-n other is so n isplaced, it’s diffi cult not to n uster a pitying laugh
w hen Yelena’s offer to appraise the doctor’s feelings for her step-daughter leads, as it n ust, to a declaration of love for herself. 
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Anton Chekhov's T nbkd Vanya is receiving a lively staging fron  director Robin Larsen at the Antaeus Theatre Con pany. Above, Rebekah Tripp and Don R. M cM anus.

Jarhannd Ekaasgdn

But Larsen never allow s these scenes to lose their poignancy. M cM anus and Tripp are especially pow erful in the clin actic
encounter, reeling fron  their separate heartaches, as Serebryakov’s plan to disn antle their life’s w ork slow ly w orn s into their
consciousness.
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There is heartbreak in the w ay N ordling’s eyes follow  Park in the fi nal scene as she shrouds her hair w ith a scarf. Lynn M ilgrin
as the indulgent nurse M arina and M orlan H iggins, returning to the stage after a three-year absence as the pockn arked
neighbor W affles, lend a steadying presence. H iggins helps ease the transitions w ith w istful n usical interludes strun n ed on his
n andolin.
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